
It is easy to make your very own fully functioning mini ecosystem at home. 
Once created just place it on a sunny windowsill, sit back and watch as it 
grows and changes. It is also a great way to see the water cycle in action 
as the water in the soil evaporates in the sunshine it will condense on 
the sides of the glass jar before dripping down into the soil again.

You will need… 
• An airtight glass jar with a lid such as a mason or kilner jar.
• Gravel or pebbles
• Soil
• Moss (various types if you can find them, just remember to only take 

what you need and make sure to leave plenty for the wildlife)
• Decorative items such as pebbles, shells or even a small toy
• Blu Tack

Create your own Mini Ecosystem

1. Make sure your jar in nice and clean
2. Lie the jar on its side and place the gravel/pebbles along the bottom, 

this allows any excess water to drain out of the soil
3. Add a thin layer of soil on top of the gravel/pebbles
4. Dip each piece of moss in some water and press gently to remove 

excess this will ensure there is enough water inside your jar to allow 
for the ecosystem to thrive.
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What to do…
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5. Place each piece of moss out flat on top of the soil making sure to 
cover the whole area and not to overlap your moss pieces.

6. Add and decorative items that you want this could be a pretty coloured 
pebble or shell or even a small toy such as a Lego character or Kinder 
Egg toy.
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